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A New Leaf is grateful for the 
partnership between the Virginia G. 
Piper Foundation, Helaman Foundation 
and A New Leaf Foundation which has 
culminated in the completion of the 
first phase of renovation at A New Leaf ’s 
Training & Conference Center.

Located on a secluded three-acre parcel of 
land conducive to the support of learning 
experiences, the campus includes three 
structures that incorporate six training 
classrooms suitable for various size 
groups, a twelve-station computer lab 

with internet 
access, video 
conference 
capabilities, 
library, full 
kitchen plus 
indoor and 
outdoor 

A New Leaf ’s Training & Conference Center
garden spaces. An Adventure Learning 
Low Ropes Course is available for team-
building activities as well.

The short-term goal at A New Leaf ’s 
Conference & Training Center is to 
“promote excellence in our own staff,” 
encouraging them to learn and grow both 
professionally and personally.

We are ready to share this peaceful and 
beautiful learning center with other 
organizations.

A New Leaf invites you to tour the 
Training & Conference Center. Take 
advantage of the exciting Adventure 
Learning Ropes Course for team-building 
activities. Here you will learn more about 
your employees’ and/or groups strengths, 
leadership abilities and problem solving 

skills outside of your typical 
work environment. 

For more information, 
contact Eric Rodriguez at 
480.733.3084 or 
erodriguez@turnanewleaf.org.
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IMPORTANT 2008 TAX 
CREDIT INFORMATION
Helping the Working Poor 

A New Leaf ’s 501 ( c)(3) La Mesita 
Family Homeless Shelter and 
MesaCAN’s East Valley Men’s Center 
both qualify as charities providing 
assistance to the working poor for your 
2008 tax credit.

Conference 
Room 

Ropes Course 

With a desire to further her education 
on a limited income, Elizabeth 
participated in a work study program 
on the Mesa Community College 
Campus at the Center for Service-
Learning. This is where she found 
that she was eligible for the IDA 
(Individual Development Account 
“Savings”) program (incomes 200% 
of poverty level or less). IDA is a 
partnership between A New Leaf ’s 
MesaCAN, Mesa Community College 
and Mesa United Way.  With her 
individual savings matched dollar for 
dollar by the Federal Government 
and other partners, Elizabeth will 
complete her Associates Degree 
through Mesa Community College 
before transferring to Arizona State 
University. 

Elizabeth’s Story

Continued on page 3
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Growth, change and new beginnings have been A New Leaf ’s inspiration for the 
past few years.  With the 2006 merger of MesaCAN into our service portfolio, the 
2007 name change from PREHAB to A New Leaf, to two major facility renovations 
in 2008, we continue into our 37th year of Helping Families…Changing Lives 
through homeless, domestic violence, youth and community services.

As A New Leaf grows and creates new beginnings for the under-served or forgotten, 
we ask your support in not only helping with the annual operations, but helping 
A New Leaf Foundation sustain and endow services for the future.  Your Legacy or 
major gift to the Endowment Fund can continue giving back to others in perpetuity.  
Please join our Boards in helping and in the future for our communities’ families 
who need assistance in this tough economic time.

On behalf of our Board, staff and clients we serve, thank you.   

Sincerely,

Michael T. Hughes, CEO
David Luna, A New Leaf Board President

A New Leaf Board Tribute 
Lights, Camera, Action!  These three words are no strangers to David Luna and A New Leaf.  

Starting in 1995, David volunteered his time and efforts filming and producing A New Leaf videos for 
La Mesita Family Homeless Shelter, Autumn House Domestic Violence Shelter and a myriad of youth 
services.

For the next 13 years, David’s desire to showcase these programs has come across professionally and 
enthusiastically in the numerous videos he has created.  They have been viewed by countless service 
clubs, churches and funders, thereby helping to solicit contracts and donations for financial support.

David’s current leadership role as Board President has helped our agency welcome and transition 
MesaCAN, a separate non-profit 501(c) 3, under our umbrella of services.

Thank you David for your desire to help this community!

To Our Dedicated Supporters:

Michael T. Hughes

David Luna

SAVE THE DATE 
25th Annual

Camaraderie

Saturday, February 21, 2009
6:00 pm - 11:00 pm

J.W. Marriott’s Camelback Inn
Scottsdale, Arizona

Call 480-464-4648
or e-mail Doreen at

dodavison@TurnaNewLeaf.org

A New Leaf Foundation raises money
for and supports our shelters.

868 E. University Dr.
Mesa, Arizona 85203-8033

Anniversary
25th
Ball

A New Leaf Foundation
C  Y  O A C G

G R T R...
      T S N

F D

C

Anniversary
25th
Ball

G R T S...
      T T S 
    T R P
                 ...

L  S

A

SAVE THE DATE!
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TURNING OVER A NEW LEAF: Randy's Story

EVMC: East Valley Men’s Center…

EVMC is a transitional living shelter 
for homeless adult men with assigned 
caseworkers, stringent rules, and a focus 
on building self-support. In addition to 
providing basic needs, the Center helps 
men find jobs and develop life skills for 
sustainability, including facilitating GED 
classes.

Enter Randy…

Randy entered EVMC with a sincere 
desire to improve his life. As a high school 
graduate, he managed to slip through his 
education with some learning disabilities. 
Randy quickly took advantage of EVMC’s 
GED classes, a mixed curriculum of basic 
skills designed to fill in educational gaps. 
His gap was a chasm.

Enter Robin…

Two years ago, motivated by her desire 
to make a difference, Robin Caffrey 
decided to volunteer her unique talents to 
teach the men’s GED class every Tuesday 
evening. Her gift for combining one’s 
personal interests with education and 
her genuine compassion resulted in an 
inspirational style of teaching. 

Scuba Diving…

Upon discovering a personal dream of 
Randy’s, Robin offered him a plan to 
enroll into a Scuba diving class with 
herself and her husband Jim. Randy was 
on it like a hummingbird to a hibiscus. 
She designed Randy’s homework 
assignments to incorporate reading 
practice assignments from his scuba 

diving training manual. Randy has been 
working diligently on his assignments, 
passing his tests and progressing 
consistently. One caring volunteer has 
made an impossible dream…possible.

THANK YOU CHURCHES!
The homeless men residing at A New Leaf ’s East Valley Men’s 
Center are able to learn essential life skills and job search on three 
square meals daily as a result of the 50+ church and service groups 
that consistently provide them with round-the-clock meals. Thank 
you to the countless men, women and youth who serve so faith-
fully.

Are you interested in learning about 
serving homeless men and opportunities 
to get involved? 
 
Come and experience the before and after. Major renovation plans 
for EVMC involves repairs to the roof and ceilings, additional rest 
rooms, a sports court for our residents to exercise, a major kitchen 
renovation with adequate refrigeration and ovens to assist our 
volunteers in food preparation, etc. This is an exiting time for our 
EVMC program and we welcome your involvement and support. 
 
We invite individuals and groups (must be 18 years old) to tour 
our shelter on Tuesdays at 10 am or Thursdays at 3 pm at 
2345 N. Country Club Dr, Mesa. Please call Michelle, the 
Volunteer Coordinator at 480-610-6722 x209 to RSVP.

Tax Credit Continued from page 1

A $200 donation ($400 if married and filing jointly) to 
either charity can get you a dollar-for-dollar tax credit on 
your Arizona tax return.* This tax credit is an addition to 
any credit you might already receive from donations to a 
public or private school. 

The tax credit is available to the extent your total 2008 
charitable contributions exceeded those made in 1997 (or 
any year after 1997 in which you itemized deductions) and 
are shown as an itemized deduction on your income tax 
return.

In order to receive a credit on your 2008 tax return, your 
donation to A New Leaf or MesaCAN must be postmarked 
before midnight on December 31. We will send you a 
receipt for your donation with our tax-exempt information 
for your records. 

To help expedite this process, donations are accepted online 
before 11:45 pm December 31 at TurnaNewLeaf.org. 
Online donors will receive their receipt via e-mail instantly.

*For more information on this tax credit (ARS 43-1088), 
please contact your qualified tax advisor for expert advice on 
your specific situation.



A New Leaf’s Giving Tree
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100% of our Agency and Foundation Board 
of Directors make personal, annual financial 
donations to A New Leaf as further commitment 
to those in need. We thank A New Leaf Board of 
Directors for their unending generosity. 

BOARD GIVING:
Amy and Craig Ahlstrom
Hector and Patty Benitez
Frank and Barbara Bennett
Mike and Sharon Boyd
Corrine Brooks
Laverne DaCosta
Debra Duvall and Charlie White
Mary Ann Elliott
Ross and Anita Farnsworth
Michael and Vicky Flatt
Kimberly Golis
Bill and Joan Gosney
Michael and Beth Hough
Mike and Marcie Hutchinson
Ginny and David Jontes
Coiya and Michael Kirchoff
Milt and Cheryl Laflen
Sean and Amy Lake
Donna Long
David and Hilda Luna
Anne McCawley
Bruce and Janis Merrill
Gary and Kerry Mirich
Vernon and Vivian Nicholas
Alice Peterson
Fred and Nancy Phail
Elizabeth and Frank Reich
Clark and J. Lynnette Richter
Bradley and Julianne Roerig
Mark and Carrie Schnepf
Todd and Kathleen Skinner
Lori Voepel and Terry Pilon
Mike and Kelly Whalen
Marty and MaryJo Whalen
Larry Woolf
Dave Woolstrum
Diana Yazzie Devine
Laura and Doug Zeman 

ORGANIZATIONS:
A New Leaf Foundation
Apache Wells Community Church
Apache Wells Women’s Fellowship
ARC Thrift Stores
Arizona Christian Women’s Fellowship
Arizona Federal Credit Union
Arizona Foundation for Women
Arizona Verde Fire Protection
Arizona Wig Co and Boutique
ASU Women Law Student Association
AVNET Hallmark Elec
Bank of America Foundation 

United Way Program
Banner Heart Hospital
Bashas’ Benefit Golf Classic, Inc
Bennett Property Management
Calle Rose
Catholic Daughters Of The Americas #2278
Charles Schwab and Company
City of Glendale “From the Heart”
City of Grace
Crystal Wearables
Dr. Kevin W. Ross DBA The Power Company 

Chiropractic Family
Dubliner Irish Pub & Restaurant
Employees Community Fund of Boeing
Farm Credit
First Church of Christ, Scientist
First Presbyterian Church
Freeport McMoran Copper & Gold
General Dynamics
Gilbert Presbyterian Church
Health Temps

Helaman Foundation
Hewlett Packard
HP Employee Charitable Giving Program
Imagine Audio Video
Insight Air
Kiwanis Club of Friendship Village
Kiwanis Club of the Superstitions
Lajil, LLC
Leisure World Lions Club
Leisure World Panhellenic
M&I Bank
M&I Foundation, Inc.
Maricopa Community Colleges 

Foundation
McCormick Family Trust
Medieval Maidens
Medtronic Foundation
Mesa Public Schools 

Administrative Services Center
Mesa Regal Non Denominational Church
Mesa Rotary Foundation
Mesa United Way
Orchard Arts & Crafts Ladies
Otto & Edna Neely Foundation
Phoenix Suns Charities
Preferred Communications
Prickly Pear Quilters
Quilters’ Point of View
RideNow Powersports Management Group 

C & W Motors, Inc.
Riverboat Acres
Saint Luke’s L.W.M.L.
Shelter Alliance
Sigma Phi Gamma Sorority/ IOTA PSI Chapter
Slope Holding Co, LLC

Thank You to our Partners in Philanthropy
––––– Financial Donors of $100 or more received between March 12, 2008 - October 8, 2008 –––––

Major Donors of $1,000 or more are printed in bold.

Includes gifts to A New Leaf, A New Leaf Foundation and MesaCAN 

Thank You to Our Newest Donor! 
The T.W. LEWIS FOUNDATION has generously committed 
$50,000 over the next five years in support of operations for 

children’s programming at La Mesita Family Homeless Shelter.  
We truly appreciate your gift.
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Sprague Family Living Trust
SRP Women’s Interest Network
Sunrise Foundation
Target
Tempe Leadership
Tempo Upholstery & Drapery Fabrics, Inc.
The Allstate Foundation
The Arizona Republic/12 News 

Season for Sharing
Treasured Grace
United Methodist Women 

Shepherd of the Valley
United Way of Southeasten Pennsylvania
Unity Church of Surprise
UPS Foundation, Inc
Valle Del Oro Chapel Fund
Valle Del Oro Service Club
Valley of the Sun United Way
Verizon Wireless HopeLine
Viewpoint Fellowship Church
Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust
Wells Fargo
Wells Fargo Foundation
West Maricopa County, 

Regional Assoc of Realtors
West Valley Lutheran Thrift Shop, Inc.
Whitman Real Estate Services, LLC
Women of the Elca (W-ELCA)

INDIVIDUALS:
Marjorie Abernathy
Emil and Jeannette Annunziato
Jay and Tracy Apodaca
Larry and Kathyrn Baker
Margaret Baker
Kelly Barr
Frank and Cindy Bennett, Jr.
Craig and Nancy Berge
Mary Bergeson
Ben and Mae Rose Bergeson
Peter and Cathleen Bergmann
Steven Bergquist
Darlene Best
Charles and Allison Blanchard
Luz Bojorquez
Martha Bruneau
Kent Cagle
George and Cathy Cantini
Thomas Conely
Jessica Corral
Marsha and James Cramer
Calvin and Rhonda Curtis
Doreen Davison

Donita Deal
Phil Dougherty
Byron and Adrean Ely
Patricia Finley
Carl and Marge Fischer
Donald and Darlene Flinn
Kristina Fogliano
John Foster
Marie Frasca
Brent Garrett
Myrna Gibson
Sandra Grassia
Marlene Gray
Dena Greenawalt
Denise Greer
James Hanson
Renee Hanson
Mike and Carol Harman
Linda Haskell
Rudy Hernandez
Dennis Hesskamp
Jennie Horner
Michael and Petey Hughes
Margret James
Joyce Johnson
Katherine Jones
Larry Keller
Kandice King
Frank Klopping
Carol Krucko
Del and Sherri Lawin
Michelle Layton
Karen Magnan
Alfred and Joan Mayor
William and Karen McNeese
Kent Meagher
Parthavi Mehta
Esther Misterek
Kathy Nardi
Tina Nunziato
Donna Orens
Connie Orr
Georgene Orr
Creg and Sondra Ostler
Becky Overson

“I choose to give to A New Leaf because I can 
see, firsthand, where my dollars are going.  
I have seen the kids, parents and families 

succeed because of the excellent care they have 
received at A New Leaf.”   

Anne McCawley, Board Member/ Donor

Steven Ozuna
M. Patrick
Vivian Pemberton
Brian Perkinson
Ruth Pomeroy
Charles and Kitty Pope
Marcel Provencher
Edward  and Eloise Reed
Betty Rhodes
Kenneth Ross
Maria and Louie Sala
Dorothy Sanginario-Smith
Bonnie Schumacher
Luana Sheldon
Mark and Marian Sheline
Marian Sprague
Cathy and Bill Stover
Torrie and David Taj
Maury and Wendi Tanner
Candy and Bruce Thompson
David and Linnea Tow
Gena Trimble
Marc Valerio
William Valliere
Patricia Van Tassel
John and Susan Vawter
Stephanie Vawter
Jean Wayne
Jack Webb
Les Weinberger
Jim Wilson
Larry and Lynn Witteveen
John and Peggy Woemer
Wanda Wright
Michael and Madeleine Yaki

In addition to our philanthropic supporters, we value the support from
our in-kind donors and city, state and government partnerships.

We make every effort to maintain accurate records. 
Please advise us regarding any necessary revisions to your

March 12, 2008 - October 8, 2008 financial gifts. Thank you.

Financial donations are conveniently accepted online
in monthly increments of your choice at www.TurnaNewLeaf.org
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Will You Be A 
Holiday Angel?

OCTOBER IS 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
AWARENESS MONTHHoliday Angel is an A New 

Leaf definition for people like 
you who change a difficult 
season in the lives of those 
less fortunate to a holiday 
season of delight and 
gratitude.

Holiday giving can be more 
than fulfilling a wish list to meet a family’s 
needs. It can be providing the means for 
parents to actually go out and purchase (some, 
for the very first time) that special gift for their 
child. The opportunity to make a choice is 
sometimes a gift in itself. 

Helpful gift card suggestions: movie passes, 
bowling certificates, miniature golf cards for 
family entertainment, grocery store gift cards 
or super center cards for groceries and/or 
clothing, shoe and hair cut certificates, and 
home store or craft gift cards for practical 
needs. 

After the holidays, the families enjoy the 
decision-making and ability to stretch their gift 
cards with the after-holiday sales utilizing the 
money-stretching tips they have learned from 
their case managers.

Gift cards or financial donations can be sent 
to A New Leaf ’s Development Department, 
868 E. University Drive, Mesa AZ 85203. Call 
480-464-4648 or visit www.turnanewleaf.org.

MYTH:  Domestic violence happens only in low-income families.

FACT: Domestic Violence happens in all kinds of families, rich and poor, urban, 
suburban and rural, in every part of the country, in every racial, religious and age 
group. 

If you suspect that someone you know is a victim of domestic violence, you can 
direct them to the information below.

A New Leaf Domestic Violence Emergency & Shelter Services

Autumn House Domestic Violence Shelter
Emergency shelter for victims and their children (including teenage sons).

Faith House Domestic Violence Shelter
Emergency shelter and transitional housing for victims and their families.

DV STOP (Safe Temporary Overflow Program)
Short-term emergency shelter, crisis intervention for victims when County 
shelters are filled to capacity.

Crisis Hotlines
Autumn House 480-835-5555
Faith House 623-939-6798
Community Information and Referral 602-263-8856 or 1-800-353-3792
Contacts 602-263-8900 or 1-800-799-7739

Family Advocacy Centers
Services include: crisis counseling services, police, legal and medical support to 
victims of abuse. 

Domestic Violence Court Advocates
Services provide victims assistance with legal proceedings including: protective 
orders, court accompaniment, resource and referrals.

Phoenix 602-534-3088 • Glendale 602-441-6458 • Mesa 480-644-4075

Quotes from Dr. Tim Bashara’s, (Sweet Tooth 
Pediatric Dentistry) Letter to A New Leaf
I’m writing because I want to share with you the importance of giving myself to the 
community.  

I launched my first event where I performed complimentary cleaning and treatment to 
those families in need at La Mesita Family Homeless Shelter. We had a full schedule 
with over 30 patients.  It felt great to give back because there are so many children 
who need help in understanding the importance of good oral health for overall well 
being. 

I will continue to give back to our community for it is with great satisfaction that I do 
something exceptional that changes people’s lives for the better.  I am moved to know 
that your organization does the same to help our community.  Thank you for all that 
you do and keep up the great work!

Sincerely, Dr. Tim Bashara

IRA Charitable Rollover 
Passes for 2008/2009
This act permits an IRA owner, age 70½ or 
older, to make a direct transfer to charity. The 
transfer may be up to $100,000 in one year 
and this IRA rollover will exist for year 2008 
and year 2009. 

There are many reasons to consider an IRA 
rollover gift. First is the convenience. It is a 
simple and easy method for an end of year 
gift. Second is the ability to give past 50% 
of the AGI limit. Third is the favorable 
opportunity to make a major gift. Fourth, 
the Social Security recipient may reduce taxes 
with an IRA rollover gift. Finally, a standard 
deduction donor will benefit from a direct 
IRA to charity gift.



Donnie & Brandy Summers’ efforts to 
coordinate a Magic Show for A New 
Leaf ’s LaMesita Family Homeless Shelter 
wasn’t thwarted by Donnie’s emergency 
surgery the day before the planned event. 
Magician Victor Rivera demonstrated an 
amazing show of magic and distributed 
magic trick tools to each child. One 
only had to observe the expressions of 
the children to realize that the pizzas 

were a rare treat for this group…something most of us take for 
granted. It is an awesome experience to observe how significant 
an impact a small celebration can have on the underserved.

n
Amidst local 
dignitaries, coffee 
and fireworks, 
Dunkin’ Donuts 
in Mesa presented 
A New Leaf with 
$5,000 as a charity 
of choice. This 
generous gift will 
help provide shade 
on the playground 

at La Mesita Family Homeless Shelter’s Children’s Development 
Center. On behalf of the children at La Mesita, we extend our 
heartfelt thanks.

n
After viewing a TV program on seniors 
requesting charity donations in lieu 
of birthday presents, 7 year old Alyssa 
Aarsvold decided to follow their example.

Alyssa chose to have her birthday 
presents sent as financial donations to 
A New Leaf ’s Autumn House Domestic 
Violence Shelter. She heard about 
the program from her sister, Karissa’s 
Brownie group. 

It was a special moment when Alyssa and 
her family visited A New Leaf to present 
her check for $355.00 and a car load of toys donated by both 
sisters. Thank you, Alyssa and family, for your thoughtfulness 
and generosity.

n
A New Leaf ’s CEO, Michael Hughes was invited to attend ICE 
Communication’s “World’s Largest Cruise Night” to accept a 
check on behalf of their employees. Through their participation 
in College Colors Day, ICE Communications’ employee’s 
demonstrated an incredible effort by raising $10,659.68 for 

WITH HUMBLE HEARTS WE THANK YOU
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A New Leaf. What an overwhelming show of support!  Many 
sincere thanks go out to all of you for your participation.

n
It’s been years in the 
making. Now, through 
the generosity of the 
Glendale Community 
Development Block 
Grant, the JAG Youth 

Center has found a new and improved home, along with A New 
Leaf ’s West Valley Administration Office. We are grateful to the 
City for all your contributions. Thank you, City of Glendale.

n
As the hot weather 
set in, a really cool 
surprise followed 
with a financial gift 
from the Sunrise 
Foundation for a 
new, air-conditioned, 
12-passenger van to 
transport children 
to and from A New 
Leaf ’s Autumn 
House Domestic Violence Shelter. The children at Autumn 
House display their appreciation with a special thank you. 

n
Help Your Neighbors!
Do you know any low-income Mesa home-owners who would 
benefit from energy savings?

It is Weatherization Month in October. MesaCAN has an 
ongoing Weatherization Program for low-income home-owners 
(e.g. a family of 4 earning under $30,000) wanting to stretch 
their dollar and reduce energy costs.  To check eligibility call 
480-833-9200. Thank you to our partners, The City of Mesa, 
SRP and LIHEAP!

Additional thanks goes to the following cities who donate to 
A New Leaf and other local human service agencies through 
their utilities programs:

City of Chandler: Acts of Kindness: 
www.chandleraz.gov/default.aspx?pageid=90  

City of Glendale: From the Heart: 
www.glendaleaz.com/fromtheheart

City of Mesa: A Better Community (ABC): 
www.abcformesa.org

City of Scottsdale: Scottsdale Cares: 
www.scottsdaleaz.gov/Utilities/scotcares.asp    

Chris and Nicole
Aarsvold, Karissa

and Alyssa

Magician Victor
Rivera at LaMesita

Dunkin’ Donuts Grand Opening

JAG Youth Center

Autumn House Children
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 Please send us your address changes
so we may keep our information current.

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

868 East University Drive
Mesa, Arizona 85203

Candy Thompson,
Communication Supervisor

cthompson@turnanewleaf.org
480-464-4648

We value your questions
and comments.

Call 480.969.4024 for reasonable 
accommodation on information,

services and employment. 
Alternative formats of this newsletter are 

available by contacting 480.464.4648
or TTY:  Arizona Relay Services.

Wish List
HOLIDAY GIFT CARDS
A practical and convenient way to give to our shelter families & youth.
See details on page 6 of this issue.

ENTERTAINMENT FOR CHILDREN & YOUTH
DVD’s rated PG or PG13.

WANTED: Security for the Future:  A New Leaf’s Board of Directors is looking for couples or individuals who have 
a Planned Gift for our agency (or programs) in your will or trust. Please let us know so that we may thank you and with your 
permission, acknowledge you in A New Leaf’s Legacy Society. The Endowment Fund provides for the sustainability of our 
programs. There will still be a “need” long after we are gone. For more details contact Torrie Taj at ttaj@turnanewleaf.org or 
480-464-4648.

WANTED:  A New Leaf’s West Valley Advisory Council is seeking volunteer companies and individuals in the West Valley to 
volunteer and support Faith House Domestic Violence Shelter. For more information, contact Michelle at 480.733-3019 x246.

HOW YOU CAN HELP
•	 Volunteer Your Time
•	 Leave Your Legacy to A New Leaf Foundation with a Gift in Your Will or Trust
•	 Donate to our Endowment Fund 
•	 Schedule a tour and learn more about our programs, call 480-464-4648
•	 Donate Online at www.TurnaNewLeaf.org  click on “Donate Now” (choose one-time or reoccurring monthly gifts)

Serving Our Community Since 1971LEAVE A LEGACY™
A R  I  Z  O  N  A


